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Dear fellow travelers in faith,

So often faith knocks on our door because
of a clear and pressing need. Our children are grow-
ing and we sense the gaps in their experience and
= long for more faith for them. We find ourselves with
-~ agreat loss and wonder how to bear it. Or we sense

For only through kindness and a loneliness that we need to address somehow.
giving of service and friendship But church isndt de y i t o
and cheer, needs directly. A church school is a good activity for a period of
we learn the pure joy of living time, but faith for our children comes from some other source. Lone-
and finding Heav dNEESMaYPLHIPaAY Not be met by church activities. And we meet our
ness here. life challenges with God or without God, whether or not we are in
church.

The reality is that when we try to hear from the God who
is Astill speakingoé when we | ook
things begin to move along in our lives. The voice of God may not
be dramatic. It is often quieter than we expect. The voice of God
may be more human than we would look for. A group that seeks
God together may have a special sense of leading as it looks to

Inside this issue:

Much to do 2 Godds ways. But the seed idea is
that this makes a profound difference in how we live our lives.

JYG News 3 Above all, Godds voice i s pre
planned several events for February and March that highlight this

Flying Solo 4 practical touch. A round table ta
to warm it up € is deeply practica

dren in our March round table takes themes that children are learn-

Ladies Ald > ing about in the Sunday school so that parents can do something
more with them at home. Ouir first, lively Port of Call gathering, took

Religious Ed 6 one of the central sacraments of the church, baptism, and interpret-
ed it with lots of laughter and discussion.

Photo Collage 7 My invitation to you is that you enrich your 9:30 sense of
church with an 11am forum to deepen your faith and your connec-

How to Connect | 8 tions to others. It could make all the difference in how TCC meets

your needs and deepens your questions and concerns.

Sundays at TCC 9 . .
undays a Warmly in our shared faith,

/’m@m\

Pastor Jonathan
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Member

1. | traveled 10,000
miles in 5 weeks with
my parents.

2. | have an adopted
sister

3. | had a horse in
high school.

4. My first car was a
53 Chevy.

5. I had my wedding
reception in a Castle.

6. | have climbed Mt.

Katahdin 4 times.

Who Am I?

v

CHRISTMAS DAY
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LEADERSHIP UPDATE:
Board of Ministries
By Bruce Panilaitis, Chair

MUCHTO DO¢é

As | write this piece we are days away from our 2012 Annual Meeting
at which we will make many substantive decisions regarding our govern-
ance and how we conduct our business. In addition, we will have ap-
proved a budget to decide how to distribute our resources, considered
plans for rebuilding and financing the rebuilding of our parking lot, dis-
cussed how we utilize fundraisers as a source of revenue, and reviewed
the manner in which we compensate our Pastor. The conclusion of the
Annual Meeting, regardless of the outcome is not an endpoint on any of
these discussions, but instead one more step in our continued discern-
ment.

The most pressing issue over the next month or two will be making
some final decisions regarding the parking lot. The Building Committee
has generated a plan that will upgrade our parking in capacity, safety,
and aesthetics. The Finance Committee has outlined a path to financing
that plan, proposing a responsible combination of utilization of our sub-
stantial assets and borrowing. We are on the verge of completing the
most pressing capital concern for the Congregation over the past fifteen
years. This is something to celebrate and we should ride this momen-
tum to a new and improved parking lot.

While we have several other specific projects to work on over the
next several weeks and months, it is the continued work around how we
conduct His work, how we communicate with each other, and how we
develop long term goals and vision that will be most critical for our
growth as a faith community.

Our sanctuary regularly approaches full on Sunday morning. Do we
need a second service? Do we need to change the pattern of Sunday
School to address the impending overcrowding?

The TCC Flash has been an outstanding tool for communication, yet
folks are often still unaware of events at times. How do we build on the
success of the Flash? What role does the newsletter, the TCC Connec-
tion play?

Our regular attendance, particularly in the Sunday School has seen
substantial increases over the past few years. What has drawn these
welcome newcomers to our doors? Are we serving them, and are we
prepared to accept them into the full life of TCC?



While our average pledge has increased, we have the lowest number of pledging units in
the past six years. What has led us to this situation, and how do we better convince our
membership of not only the practical benefit, but more importantly, the spiritual value of pro-
portional giving through pledging?

The Deacons are fleshing out a new Called to Care Ministry. How do we support this initi-
ative and how do we each identify our role in this important effort?

These are just a handful of questions and opportunities that we will address as a congre-
gation over the next several months. There is no doubt that we will have lively discussions
on these and other issues. We will not always agree on the way forward or even the need for
action in some cases. Regardless of any such disagreements, let us speak to each other
with respect and love, and more importantly listen to each other with an open mind. Not all
change is for the better, but status quo in the face of changing times and demands is not
wise. While we seek wisdom from our long-term membership and embrace the new energy
and ideas of our newest members, let us not forget that wisdom can be found in our newcom-
er s, and energy is in great abundance i n many
complish these goals in our work it will lead us to a more enlightened discernment and a vi-
brant, growing faith community.

In Faith,
Bruce Panilaitis, Chair
Board of Ministries

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS

Youth group means a lot to me. The most important thing it means

is being part of a group. Before youth group | thought there wasn't a By
group outside of school for me. I'm not the most athletic person, I'm not _

the most social person, so | believed there wasn't a group | was going to Michelle
fit in. This group has some of the nicest people | have ever met. All these Lombardo,

people are generally kind people and mean well. All these people are so
much fun to be around and so accepting. They can be silly or they can

be serious. They can be quiet or they can be loud and outgoing. These iwhat it is
kids and adults have already taught me what it is like to be truly accept-

7th grade

ed. To be liked and not judged in any way. We all know kids can be like to be
mean especially in middle school. Kids are. Not my group though. truly
I‘ ;ﬁ 0 e L M acceptld. o

JYG with results of Pantry Scavenger Hunt

Gravity was invented by Issac Walton. It is chiefly noticeable in the

autumn when the apples are falling off the trees.
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FLYING SOLO

Board of Deacons

By Linda Willette,
(Chair of Deacons)

I n his Book AForgive and
Smedes, he speaks to hea
serve.

As a child | lived in a family with a violent alcoholic
father. My heart was hard and for years | have lived
with an aching heart.

This hurting, says Smedes, is the first stage of forgiv-
ing. Deep hurts continue to flow in to our hearts,
from a distant past. We are not alone in this. Most
people have been deeply wounded and without
knowing it, hold on to that hurt where it interferes with
our lives. Our hearts harden, and then who can we
let in? Certainly not God.

So what do we do?

Forgiving seems like a lot of work and can be risky
leaving us vulnerable all over again.

Forgiving done incorrectly can be used to manipulate
or turn you into a doormat. It is a process that needs
to be done correctly and thoughtfully.

The second stage of forgiveness is that we hate. A
hate which must be healed, if we are to be set free.
Anger is appropriate; we are, after all, alive and hu-
man. | experienced both for many years. | wanted to
be different, I didnét k

When [ finally came to forgive my own father, it was
not in person. He was a person who never repented
or apologized to me for the deep hurts he inflicted
when he should have been protecting me.

For people to be forgiven they must own what they
did. Only then can you continue in relationship with
them.

[ al so wrestled with the
forget what happened? It has been done and the
hurt wounded child inside still feels wounded.

| decided that holding on to the hurt was running my
life, crushing my spirit, and making me distrustful of
people, especially men. | needed to heal myself and
it couldndédt be done with
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I had to decide, what did | expect and/or want from
this process. | wanted to break open my heart, |
wanted to make sense of my life, and | wanted to re-
awaken my spirit. | knew he, my father, wanted to
stay where he was, so my flight to freedom would
have to be alone.

Now to the hardest part of the process. To forgive
miyself. gl stiudyle With it daify. W itrysto a8k God to
Ihdldnit@or niefat&imds YortHatd may est fle@ bf €hé
old hurts. And really, what did | do? | was an inno-
cent victim of a lost soul who happened to be my fa-
ther.

| tried to see the world as he may have seen it. |
wrote him a letter listing every transgression. |
burned it. | started to forgive a little at a time. | BE-
GAN ATTENDING CHURCH. But my heart was still
closed and vulnerable. It is a process.

The forgiving process is different for everyone. Hold-
ing on to the hurt, hurts us as individuals. It prevents
us from being the people God intended for us to be.

To all those who are hurt and wounded, | encourage
you to read this book, and begin the process of for-

giveness, let go of the anger, the hurt, and the pain.
God doesndét want this
forgiven.

"Forgiveness is God's invention for

vgonting #.terms with a world in which,
despite their best intentions, people ar
unfair to each other and hurt each othg
deeply. He began by forgiving us. And
he invites us all to forgive each other."

no

1%

-

Forgive
& Forget
- How Jc

Aff orget o an

Healing the Hurts
We Don’t Deserve

o
Lewis B.Smedes (5=

my father.

for

de -

U S

you



Laclies Ald News

Submitted by Sue Trepaney (Ladies Aid)
WHAT MAKES US TICK

| called my mother the other day to ask for her our homebound seniors. On March 14", Bob

hel p making chi cken s dasters will spdaldts us abew histrip togime a t

when | can pick up the telephone and know babwe and visit to the Mount Selinda Mission
that at the other end of the line, mom will re-  where his parents worked. We are encour-
spond. At age 91, she continues to keep busy aged to bring a guest to enjoy lunch and

entertaining, enjoying her home, andfindng Bob és t al k. Hebds bringini

joy in her patio garden. Members of the La-  facts from his trip. In April, we are off to the
dies Aid are a great resource to TCC i just like Lowell Technical Vocational High School to
Mom!. We can supply, at any moment cook- enjoy a meal cooked and served by the stu-
ies, rice pudding, a banquet of desserts to dents.

support the church. Why just last month we

dc_)tr;]attr(]ed $5c(i)'0 from our ?oual au;tlor;]s t\cl)vhelp portant as members of the Ladies Aid meet
W © audio program forour church. ¥ve every second We at TCC in the ves-

A 1 d
donot support the phi [ EER R e

At our February 8" noontime luncheon, we guests and new members. For more infor-
are asked to bring two-dozen cookies that will mation, please call Eleanor Corey at 978-851-
be put into Valentine boxes and deliveredto 2773 or Alice Golen at 978-273-1983.

Our calendar is full, our friendships are im-

ol

IF 1 COULD ASK GOD ANYTHING

Submitted by JoJo Scharmer
From I f | could ask God anythingé
Il s Jesusd | ast name Christ?

Theword Christc omes from a Greek word that m € hript $
more accurately a title than a name.

The correct way to refer to Jesus
is fiJesus the Christ.o
But over the years, people have tended to run His name and title together.

In the Old Testament, God promised that He would one day send a messiah to save His people
and be their King forever and ever (Psalm 2; 16:10; 22; 23; 110; and Isaiah 4:2; 7:14; 11; 40:11,
53; 61:1-3). Jesus is that person (John 1:41).

f
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JELIGIOUS EDUCATION Ny

Submitted by Sue Panilaitis
DRE

Families are liking what they see at TCC! In looking over the attendance data this fall and early
winter, it has been noted that the weekly attendance is again up from last year, with an average of
84 youth attending our Sunday School program weekly. Additionally, this December we recog-
nized the excellent attendance of 71 youth who attended 80% of classes i an increased participa-
tion of almost 70% since the program began 2 years ago. Couple that with the addition of 10 new
families so far this school year (and 12 new families last year), and our growth is impressive.

As | have said many times over, a big thank you needs to be given to the teachers and aides that
make learning inviting, interesting and enjoyable for the youth of our church. Without their many
hours of dedication to the RE program, we would not be considered the fun place to be on Sunday
mornings!

Not sure who those people are in the back of the building Sunday mornings? Take a minute to vis-
it Crib Sheets (http://tewksburycc.org/cribsheets/) to see who the 21 teachers are that make such a
difference in the lives of our youth.

To recognize teachers and all other individuals who work tirelessly with our youth, the Religious
Education Committee will celebrate the time and talent of these many individuals by hosting an RE
Appreciation Luncheon on March 4",

Happiness is finding
your glasses soon

Have some questions about the RE progra@t¥ck out the RE Handbo\cA)Ie enough to remember
let. As the year progresseshbpe that the information contained here will why you wanted

hood, adolescence and adulthoo@lick on the attached document for an
in-depth look at what is available to all at TCC. O

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhkhhhhkhhkhhkhkhhhhhhhhhkhhhkhkkkhhhhhkhkhkxrkkx I

Inclement Weather Cancellations

When snow has fallen or is falling on Sunday, please -,
adzNBE G2 OKSOl (KS OKdzNDK*

(978-851-9411), WHDH or WBZ, :
2NJ OKSO]l UKS OKdzZNOKQa ¢SoaAusS up iSSnu_qguué%r?g;
has been delayed or cancelled.

Q\
U)

laquia
If you are part of the RE distribution List, amail will be sent as well. K191SAN 01 J;:IMSUVJ
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2011 at Tewksbury Congregational Church

TCC SYNOD

l Mexico Fundraiser
. = o 1

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2011

CHANCEL CHOIR TCC Junior Choir
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How can | connectto TCC?

Open Door

MThe Beat|
SUNDAY
Feb 5, 19

March 4,18
11 am -12 pm

Round Table

Sunday
Feb 12

Keeping Commitments
Warm

March 11

Growing Generous Kids

11amd 12 pm

ASH Wednesday

Movie Matinee
Sunday

Feb 12, March 4
49 6 pm
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Ports of Call

NnOn Boar ¢
Sunday
Feb 26

| O

11 amd 12 pm




SUNDAYS AT TCC Movie Matinee, Feb12 and March 4

From 4-6 pm, youth are invited to return
_ _ to church to attend the movie matinee pro-
Round Table Discussion, February 12 gram. We will begin with an activity related to

We welcome Alan and Susan Anderson as they the movie theme in Fellowship Hall and then
introduce this wonderful topic. They are profes- Proceed to the tower room for popcorn and wa-

sional counselors and speak from their work and (€7 While we watch the flick. Discussion follow-
their home life. They will lead discussions ing the movie will involve scripture and relate to

around how to keep comM8RIVetgeme igentdied fp gidsbefage the o
tween couples and how to stay committed with ~ SNOW-
each other, just in time for

Day!

WSy &
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-
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W
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Round Table Discussion, March 11

We welcome back Leslie Hastings, the director  Open Door, Feb 5, 19 and March 4, 18
of Religious Education at the Methodist Church N
ltdés the most famous s

of Wilmington. Leslie has done sev_eral work- _ preached, The Sermon on the Mount . Just be-
shops here and been very well received. She is o K d hat it i
speaking on 6how to gr gavl?lsergilgvr\]/eedrn(éwlﬂlstoegélﬁténggn%t %{“ﬁ'.‘ﬁ we
will be learning more about our own emphases well u erstoo - 20,8 O. , WE WI
here at TCC too! begin a s_tudy of it, beginning Sunday February

’ 5, and will continue for seven more weeks. As
always, you can attend one session or all of
them; the studies are such that no matter which
one (s) you attend, you will walk away with a
better knowledge of the Beatitudes and know
how to live it in the world.

Ports of Call, February 28

The first class fAembarkingo was
success! There was much discussion around
easy beginning points for all of us, an introduc-
tion to |ife here at TCC.
boardo will be held SundayQ
T 12 pm) and will cover some of the norms and
customs that make TCC a special place.

The third class fAgoing
place on April 1st.
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CHRISTMAS DAY, December 25, 2011
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